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Search  Begun  for  Unusual  Flag 
Presented  to  Lincoln  in  1861 


AN  UNUSUAL  American  flag, 
hand-painted  on  silk,  which 
was  presented  to  President  Lin- 
coln by  a  Chicagoan  in  1861,  be- 
came the  object  of  a  nation-wide 
search  yesterday. 

Members  of  KA.M.  Temple, 
920  E.  50th  st.,  are  sending  let- 
ters throughout  the  country,  in 
the  hope  the  flag  may  be  found 
in  time  for  the  temple's  100th 
anniversary  next  fall. 

Lincoln,  Chicagoan  Friends. 

Donor  of  the  flag  was  Abraham 
Kohn,  owner  of  a  men's  clothing 
store,  as  well  as  being  <  a  Repub- 
lican, an  Abolitionist,  and  a  po- 
litical power  in  Chicago.  Lincoln 
met  him  while  on  a  visit  to  Chi- 
cago shortly  after  his  election  in 
1860  and  the  two  became  friends. 

Kohn  immediately  began  work 
on  the  flag,  which  showed  35 
stars,  and  bore  on  the  stripes  in 
Hebrew  letters  the  fourth  and 
ninth  verses  of  the  first  chapter 
of  Joshua.  The  flag  was  received 
by  Lincoln  in  February,  1861. 
McKinley  Mentioned  Name. 

Little  was  thought  of  the  inci- 
dent, however,  until  President 
McKinley  mentioned  the  flag  in  a 
speech. 

Since  then,  several  attempts 
have  been  made  to  locate  the. 
flag,  and  even  McKinley  attempt- 
ed to  aid  the  search,  but  to  no 
avail.  War  Department  records, 
war  relics  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, Lincoln  relics,  all  failed  to 
bring  the  flag  to  light. 

There  is  only  an  old  glass 
photographic  negative  showing  the 
banner. 

*  *  *  . 


Henry  L.  Kohn  Jr.,  1225  E.  50th  St.,  with  photographic 
reproduction  of  the  missing  hand-painted  flag.  He  is  a 
great  grand  nephew  of  the  painter.    r,  ' 
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April  28,  19^7 


Mrs.  Julius  I«  Weil 
Hotel  Shoreland 
Fifty-Fifth  Street  at  the  lake 
Chicago,  15,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mrs.  Veil: 

Ve  have  Bade  a  careful  search  of  oar  files  on 
Lincoln  flags  out  ve  do  not  find  anywhere  infaormation  about 
the  flag  presented  to  Mr.  Lincoln  by  Abraham  Kbhn. 

V9  irould  be  very  happy  to  have  you  come  to  Fort  Wayne 
any  time  it  is  convenient  and  you  might  find  what  you  are  after, 
as  ve  have  s  tremendous  lot  of  information  that  has  not  as  yet 
been  properly  filed. 

Ihe  Museum  is  open  from  8:00  A.M.  until  *»:30  P.M. 
except  Saturdays « 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV:  TO 


Qiicago  Tribune 
Eebruary  19,  19 G 6 
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Auction  room  in  London  is  crowded  during  bid- 
ding for  37-star  American  flag  which  was  designed 
in  1865.  (Story  on  page  2) 


A  LINCOLN  FLAG 
BRINGS  $16,240  IN 
LONDON  AUCTION 

(Picture  on  back  page) 
LONDON,  Feb.  18  [Reuters] 
A  37-star  American  flag  pre- 
sented to  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
approval  three  days  before  his 
assassination  because  it  was 
the  first  one  made  of  native 
bunting,  was  auctioned  here  to- 
day for  $16,240. 
I  Name  of  the  buyer  was  not 
revealed.  Bidding  on  his  behalf 
was  conducted  by  an  employe 
of  the  auctioneers,  Sotheby's. 

The  flag,  measuring  12  feet 
by  six  feet,  has  27  stars  ar- 
ranged in  a  diamond  -  shaped 
pattern,  with  the  remaining 
10  stars  arranged  in  two  verti- 
cal lines.  On  March  2,  1865, 
Congress  directed  that  Ameri- 
can flags  should  be  made  of 
bunting  produced  in  the  United 
States. 
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